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Mark Your Calendars

August

31st Non Uniform Day
31st (Eid Al Adha Suitcase)

September
3rd - 8th Tentative Eid Break
9th SAT
11th B1 Activity Fair Gr6 - 10, 7.10 7.30am Diamond
12th Faculty Meeting Rotation
(GL/Dept/PD/Data/Faculty Meeting)
17th Block 1 Activities Start
17th -21st MAP Testing
24th – 29th MAP Testing
29th – 2nd Oct NOSE2NOSE

Need to Contact Us?
MS Principal:
Dr. Howard Menand
hmenand@qf.org.qa
MS Assistant Principal:
Mrs. Sarah Wade
swade@qf.org.qa
HS Principal:
Mr. Cory Carson
ccarson@qf.org.qa
HS Assistant Principal:
Mrs. Sarah McGinley-Barrett
cbarrett@qf.org.qa
Attendance Secretary
Mrs. Hiba Abdelkarim
habdelkarim@qf.org.qa
Phone: (+974) 4454 - 1892 / 1893
Fax: (+974) 4454 - 2028

Start of the 2017-18 School Year
Welcome to the new school year. We have been preparing for the arrival of
our students since the end of July. As I write this message we are just about
to complete our first week of school. It was so encouraging to see all the
smiling faces on our students and parents as they returned to us. I felt that
it was a warm and welcoming environment. We also want to welcome all
our new families to Qatar Academy.
We are working hard to establish routines and create the expectations
needed for a successful learning experience. I have been visiting classes and
I am encouraged by the energy that comes with the start of a new school
year. Let’s all work hard to maintain that feeling.
Our Leadership Team are currently working on the development of our new
Strategic Plan. This will guide our work for the coming school year. Soon we
will also be welcoming an external accreditation team to QAD. They will visit
our school and review the scope of our work. We look forward to their input,
as it is always important to include an external perspective on how and why
we do things.
After our plan for the school year is completed, we will begin to work
directly with our teachers to develop their goals and objectives for this year.
This process ensures that we are all working towards the same intentions.
We hope that this will be an exciting and successful school year.
Yours in Education,
Don MacIntyre,
Director

Website:
http://www.qa.edu.qa/

QATAR ACADEMY DOHA MISSION STATEMENT
Qatar Academy offers a rigorous program encompassing an international English-medium education, strong Arabic and
Islamic Studies. The QA community supports and challenges students to be critical thinkers, and active and contributing
members of society, through learning experiences serving the needs, interests and learning styles of each student.
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بداية العام الدراسي 18-2017
مرحبا بكم في العام الدراسي الجديد .كنا نستعد لوصول طالبنا منذ نهاية يوليو .وأنا أكتب هذه الرسالة نحن على وشك االنتهاء من األسبوع
األول من المدرسة .لقد كان من المشجع جدا بعد العودة أن نرى االبتسامة مرسومة على وجوه طالبنا وأولياء األمور .شعرت أنها بيئة دافئة
ومرحبه .كما أود أن أرحب بجميع عائالتنا الجديدة في أكاديمية قطر.
يعمل فريق القيادة لدينا حاليا على تطوير خطتنا االستراتيجية الجديدة .وهذا سوف يوجه عملنا للعام الدراسي القادم .قريبا سوف نرحب أيضا
بفريق االعتماد الخارجي.حيث سيزورون مدرستنا ويراجعون سير أعمالنا .ونحن نتطلع إلى مداخالتهم و تغذيتهم الراجعة  ،حيث أنه من
المهم دائما إدراج منظور خارجي حول كيف ولماذا نقوم باألشياء.
بعد االنتهاء من خطتنا للعام الدراسي ،سنبدأ العمل مباشرة مع معلمينا لتطوير أهدافهم لهذا العام .وتضمن هذه العملية أننا نعمل جميعا على
تحقيق نفس األهداف.
و في الختام نأمل أن يكون هذا العام الدراسي مثيروناجح.
مع تحيات
دون ماكنتاير
مدير المدرسة
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Dear parents and community members,
The school year is off to a great start so far. Our staff have worked hard to ensure that the first week of
school has been successful and productive. As you read this week’s Akhbar, please pay careful attention
to the information regarding our Senior School Open House this year.
Senior School Open House: On Wednesday, August 30, we will host our QAD open house. In order to
promote the excellent teaching and learning that occurs here every day and to build on our parent-school
partnership, our open house will take place from 7:00 am until 3:00 pm. Parents may drop by the school
throughout the day to shadow their students and free float (without disturbing instruction of course)
through regularly scheduled classes. The time during the day is not set aside for one-on-one conferences,
but instead this time is secured for visiting classrooms and learning more about our school first hand.
On arrival at school, parents will be met in the foyer by QAD ambassadors who will sign in parents,
provide a schedule, map, and information about informative parent sessions. At the end of the day, from
2:00 pm to 3:00 pm, we will host a parent-teacher meet in each grade level area. During the meet and
greet, parents will have a chance to learn about our grade level advisory program through an informative
Grade Level Leader presentation and to mingle with advisory teachers in person. In general, we hope
that parents will take advantage of this opportunity to visit the school and experience a day in the life of
the students.
The schedule of the day is as follows:
7:00 am onwards--Parents arrive at school to begin classroom visits
7:15-8:15 -- Senior student college information session
9:40-10:00 --Meet the principals, PTA, and director in the library
10:05--11:05 Information sessions
Senior Information, B2-10
How to help your teen stay balanced B2-12
QAD Activities and Athletics B2-06
12:00-1:00 --Lunch/Informative Sessions
 Personal project and eAssessment, B2-06
 Senior Information, B2-10
 Powerschool support - Foyer?
 DP drop in, IB Corridor
1:00-2:00 Period 5/Informative Sessions
 How to help your teen stay balanced B2-12
 Gifted and Talented drop in session
 Service as Action B2-10
 Powerschool support
 QAD Activities and Athletics B2-06






2:00-3:00 --GLL and Advisory teams in grade areas - short presentation and chance to meet
advisory teacher.
Grade 11 and 12 sessions in DP Corridor for combined meeting
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Meet our New Faculty Members:
On behalf of the Qatar Academy Doha school community, we would like to extend a warm welcome to
our new staff for 2017-2018. We wish you all the best and hope that you enjoy your time with us!
Alexandra Von Wietersheim
Country of Origin: Australia

Allyson Elaine Milner
Country of Origin: USA

Content Area: Humanities

Content Area: Drama

Paul Wright
Country of Origin: UK
Content Area: Music

Corey Andreasen
Country of Origin: USA

Roma Bhargava
Country of Origin: India
Content Area: MYP coordinator

Sami Petteri Nieminen
Country of Origin: Finland

Anna Dorothy Byrne
Country of Origin: UK
Content Area: Design

Charles Edward Franklin II
Country of Origin: USA

Content Area: Mathematics

Content Area: Science

Content Area: Mathematics
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Junaid Hussain
Country of Origin: UK
Content Area: Science

Trudi-Ann Natalia Christie
Country of Origin: UK
Content Area: Mathematics

Catherine Renata Greb
Country of Origin: UK
Content Area: English

Aboubacar Moussa Diakite
Country of Origin: Saudi Arabia
Content Area: Islamic and Qatar History

Reyes Girones Botella
Country of Origin: Spain
Content Area: Language Acquisition

Thanks for your support! We hope to see you next Wednesday.
Dr. Howard Menand
Middle School Principal

Mr. Cory Carson
High School Principal
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Another visitor this week who was keen to share his experiences of college life thus far. Hamad Al Thani
is now studying at Northwestern here in Qatar and was quick to recognise how his time at Qatar
Academy Doha prepared him very well for college. We wish Hamad all the best in his studies and we are
proud of his successes.
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Ms. Keisha Rogers is the new Grade 11 & 12 Counselor. She is from San Diego,
California, and most recently worked as the DP & College Counselor at an IB
school in South Korea.
Ms. Rogers is meeting with Grade 12 seniors to begin outlining the college
admissions procedures for the various regions our students will apply to. She
will also see seniors during Study Hall and on alternating off-days with TOK.
Please feel free to join your student during their individual senior meeting.
As in previous years, university visits will take place on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays during lunch (after prayer) and after school.
Please be sure to check Naviance and the white board in B2 block for
upcoming visits.
Stop by and say “hello” to Ms. Rogers during Open House on August 30. She will be presenting on college
readiness for grade 12 parents in the Staff Room at 10am and 1pm.

Mr. Michael Sarmiento is the new grade 9 & 10 school counselor. He is from
Chicago, U.S. where he worked as a school counselor at a large urban high
school. He is here with his wife, Amanda, who will be working for Georgetown
University Doha as an event planner. This is Mr. Sarmiento’s first international
job and he is thrilled to be in such an inspiring city and country.
Mr. Sarmiento is committed to supporting all students in a holistic manner. He
feels strongly that collaboration between students, school staff, and families is
essential for sustainable student achievement. Please feel free to reach out to
him with any questions, comments, or concerns.
You can find both Ms. Rogers and Mr. Sarmiento in the senior school counseling suite, room B2-18.
During the Open House, he will be presenting on “How to Help your Teen Stay Balanced” in room B2-12
at 10am and 1pm. السالم عليكم

10

School Year : 2017 – 2018 2nd Issue

August 24, 2017

عيد األضحى المبارك
اقترب العيد واقتربت أجواؤه الحافلة بالفرح والتسامح  ،عشرة أيام يعُم فيها الخشوع جميع أنحاء العالم اإلسالمي  ،و ُتنير
شمعة التوحيد قلوبنا أجمعين .
ما أجمل السعادة إنها مطلب الحياة البشرية فالجميع يبحث عن السعادة ،وال شك أن السعادة في طاعة هللا وهذا هدف
األعياد ،واألمة اإلسالمية تفرح في األعياد والفرح يكون دائما ً مرتبطا بالعبادات  ،فبعد عبادة الصوم في رمضان يأتي
عيد الفطر فيفرح المسلمون بالفطر  ،وبعد عبادة الحج وفريضة زيارة البيت الحرام يأتي عيد األضحى الذي نضحي فيه
باألضحية اقتداء بسيدنا إبراهيم عليه السالم عندما أمره هللا أن يضحي ويذبح ابنه اسماعيل فأخذه إلى الصحراء حتى
يذبحه ولكن فداه هللا بكبش من السماء فأصبحت األضحية في عيد األضحى سنة لنا جميعا ً  ،قال تعالى َ :فلَمَّا َبلَ َغ َم َع ُه
حُك َف ُ
ت ۡلف َع ۡل َما ُت ۡؤ َم ُر َس َت دج ُدندى إدن َشا َء َّ
لَّلُ م َدن
ٱنظ ۡر َم َاذا َت َر أى َقا َل َي أٰٓأ َ َب د
للس َّۡع َى َقا َل َي أٰٓ ُب َنىَّ إد ِّنى أَ َر أى فدى ۡلل َم َن دام أَ ِّنى أَ ۡذ َب َ
ين
ومعنى ذلك أن الفرح والسرور مرتبط بالعبادات وبالطاعة  ،ومن اآلداب المستحبة في األعياد صلة الرحم لل َّ
ص أٰٓ دب در َ
والزيارات بين األقارب حتى يكون المجتمع مترابطا يحقق هدف اإلسالم من المودة والمحبة واالجتماع قال رسول هللا
ففي عيد األضحى نعطي ) .أفشوا السالم وصلوا األرحام وصلوا والناس نيام تدخلوا الجنة بسالم ( :صلى هللا عليه وسلم
الفقراء من األضحية حتى يزداد الترابط واأللفة واألخوة بين أفراد المجتمع  .فليعلم الجميع أن يوم العيد هو اليوم الذي
نطيع هللا فيه وال نعصيه والذي تحرر فيه أراضي المسلمين لتعم الفرحة في كل بلد وينعم الجميع بالخير والسعادة هكذا
تكون أعيادنا سعادة وفرحة وعبادة ووحدة وصلة أرحام وإصالحا للنفوس وبذلك تكون األعياد انطالقة نحو مستقبل أفضل
لألفراد واألمة
ولذلك يتشرف قسم الدراسات اإلسالمية بالمدرسة الثانوية بتهنئة أولياء األمور الكرام بحلول عيد األضحى المبارك أعاده
هللا علينا جميعا بالخير واليمن والبركات ويود إبالغكم بأن كوبونات األضاحي والصدقات من جمعية قطر الخيرية ستكون
متوفرة بالمدرسة الثانوية من يوم االثنين  8-:28وحتى يوم األربعاء  8-:30في استقبال المدرسة الثانوية من الساعة
 11:30صباحا وحتى الساعة  1:30ظهرا وكل عام وأنتم بخير
مع تحيات قسم الدراسات االسالمية
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We look forward to a very busy & productive 2017 18 and have really enjoyed talking to all of our
students this week and promoting participating in our various athletics and activities throughout this
school year.
All of our core information is on our blog - qaathletics.blogspot.com Please refer to this blog regularly
for all details of our operations ( coaching staff, NESAC events, NESAC trip details, sports seasons,
training schedules & results, sports & NESAC sign-ups, activities on offer, photos, selected teams, latest
news).
This year we want more parents and other supporters to attend our fixtures and to support our
Falcons in competition. Please come along to support our fantastic QAD students in their competitive
matches!!
Here are our first season start-up details ( Varsity is U19 & Junior Varsity is U16 years, grades 9-12);
Varsity & Junior Varsity Volleyball, starts week 27 Aug to 5 Nov (trainings 2.20-4.00pm)
JV Girls Volleyball (Mr Jarman, Ms Boehike) Monday & Wednesday for try-out week, then
regular season Sunday, Monday & Thursdays
JV Boys Volleyball (Mr Othman, Mr Ibrahim) Sunday & Wednesday
Varsity Girls Volleyball (Ms Chaffee, Mr Blundell) Monday & Wednesday for try-out week then
regular season Sunday & Monday
Varsity Boys Volleyball (Mr Glenville, Mr Harris) Sunday & Monday
Middle School/U14 Volleyball, starts week 10 Sept to 8 Nov (trainings 2.20-3.45pm)
U14 Girls Volleyball (Gr6,7,8) ( Mr Eagan), Wednesdays
U14 Boys Volleyball (Gr6,7,8) ( Mr Clafferty) Mondays
Swim QAD - Rec Centre Olympic Pool, starts week 27 August (open to all Gr6-Gr12)
Swim Coaches this year are confirmed, Girls; Ms Ruth Spracklan & Ms Rebecca Blundell, Boys;
Mr Chris Wade & Mr Waylon Yong.
Training details; Sundays girls only (all times 2.15-3.30pm), Mondays all squad, Wednesdays all
squad but just boys coaches in attendance.
NESAC Academic Games, starts week 10 September
Varsity Coaches- Mr Maraku & Ms Scott
Junior Varsity Coaches- Mr Maraku & Mr McCormick
Training details; JV Sunday & Monday, Varsity Monday & Wednesday, all 2.00-3.30pm, B2:16
Varsity Boys Football, pre-season starts 31 August, Coaches Mr Blundell, Mr Wade, Thursdays
Green Floor Gym 2.15-3.30pm, regular season starts 12 November
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What is New in 2017 18?






Next week we relaunch our Athletics Handbook which details all of our organisation, rules
and procedures.
This includes all the details of our new travel eligibility policy (we will highlight details for you
next week).
This year we will hold awards ceremonies for all NESAC representatives at the end of each
season (in November, February and April)
All NESAC athletics participants will sign a student athlete/parent contract early in their season
There will be a new end of year awards ceremony that celebrates outstanding efforts in all of
our extra-curricular activities, watch this space for more details!!

Student Access to Rec Centre Gyms
We encourage our students 16 years and older to use the fitness facilities available on Education City. If
your family works for QF students should get a family Hawiyati card which provides access to all gyms.
If families don’t work for QF a form can be collected from the Athletic Office (AO) or downloaded from
the documents and information tab on our blog, a passport sized photo should also be attached (this
provides access to gyms up to 4pm on school days).
QAD Senior & Middle School Open day Wednesday 30 August
We will have displays of all of our international trips planned for this year and details of our athletics
and activities programmes. We are looking forward to meeting as many parents as possible on this day!
NESAC Trips and the Blockade
The NESAC conference has to formally meet to decide the best way forward for our conference for the
year. We are currently looking at alternative trips/events to attend for any of the current tournaments
that are being hosted in Dubai. We are hoping that our two home tournaments (JV Volleyball early
November and JV Football early February) will go ahead as planned. The four events in Kuwait can also
proceed as planned. We will update you on the NESAC situation as soon as decisions are made on our
events this year.
Activities Programme 2017 18
Some activities will start earlier (i.e. MUN, Student Council) but most of our wider activities will be
delivered in our two blocks.
Block One: 24 September-30 November(10 weeks)
Block Two: 21 January-29 March (10 weeks)
Block Three: 8 April- 17 May (6 weeks)
Ramadan starts 16 May 2018
Go to the blog from next week to get further information on all of the block one activities.
There will be activity fairs in the Diamond at 7.10am-7.30am for grades 6-10, on September 13 & 14.
Students will sign-up this year via managebac and teachers in charge will confirm back to students they
are in respective groups
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Here are some activities registered to date to be offered this year;
SPANISH CLUB
Yoga and Group Exercise
Friendship Games
"Get to Live Islam" Club
Ramadan Suit Case
QA Quarterly
Sports & Event Volunteers
Qatar History Club
Arabic Boards
Friends of the Library
QA Culture Club
Clothes for Syria
Student Council
Middle School MUN
QA Quarterly
Arabic Boards
Qatar Culture Club
Varsity Girls' soccer
Swimming
Our Place, Our Community
Eid Aladha suitcase
MUN Admin
Debate Club (Forensics & Debate)
Quran memorization
Promoting moral values in the school
World Robot Olympiad - Lego
The Terry Fox Run
Orchestra
Music Helpers
QA Action

Stephen Walker
Athletic & Activities Supervisor
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