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Principals’ Message
January 18, 2018

Dear parents and community members,
We have had another productive week. Our students have
been working hard to meet the academic requirements of the
school and to fulfill community and service requirements. We
hope that the progress reports will reflect this effort on the
part of our students. Furthermore, the end of the quarter and
upcoming 3-way conferences offer a great opportunity for
reflection, for us as a school and for the students and
parents. Please take time to engage in conversations about
the importance of academics and exerting one’s best effort.
Finally, if you cannot make the upcoming 3-way conferences,
we hope you will reach out to the school to set up meetings
with faculty so that you are informed regarding your child’s
academic progress so far this year.
Please read below for more information.
Quarter 1 Reports and 3 Way Conferences:
Students in grades 6-11 will bring home quarter 1 reports
today. Please take this time to review the reports and
celebrate successes and reflect on areas for growth.
As a reminder please save the date for 3-Way conferences,
which will take place on Tuesday 13th November from 2:00 5:00 pm and Wednesday 14th November 3:00-5:00pm.

QATAR ACADEMY DOHA MISSION STATEMENT
Qatar Academy offers a rigorous program encompassing an international English-medium education, strong Arabic and
Islamic Studies. The QA community supports and challenges students to be critical thinkers, and active and contributing
members of society, through learning experiences serving the needs, interests and learning styles of each student.
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Non-Uniform Day: Please be reminded that next Thursday, November 15 is a nonuniform day. Students may wear national dress or culturally respectable clothing to
school. The cost for non-uniform day is a QR 20 donation to support the PTA.
Learner Profile Trait Focus for the Month: In the high school our current learner
profile focus for the month is that of Communicator and also of Thinker. The IB
defines theses traits as: Communicator- We understand and express ideas and
information confidently and creatively in more than one language and in a variety of
modes of communication. We work effectively and willingly in collaboration with
others. Thinker-We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take
responsible action on complex problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned,
ethical decisions. In the middle school the learner profile focus for the month is
Knowledgeable We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge
across a range of disciplines. We engage with issues and ideas that have local and
global significance.
Literacy Focus for the Month of November: Apostrophes: in the senior school we
will be concentrating on the use of the apostrophe. Please see the link below.
Apostrophes
Safeguarding: Please remember if you are worried about the safety of a member of
our community report your concerns to Nicole Anderson nanderson@qf.org.qa,
Sarah Wade swade@qf.org.qa or Sarah McGinley cbarrett@qf.org.qa
Thanks for your support.

Dr. Howard Menand
Middle School Principal

Ms. Sarah McGinley
High School Principal
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Athletics and Activities News
Academic Games Team Compete in NESAC Tournament (8-12 November)
Best of luck to our team who travel today to Lebanon to compete over the next three
days. The event is being hosted by the American Community School Beirut and
being attended by all 5 NESAC schools and the American School of Doha are also
attending as an invitation team.
Academic Games is a general knowledge and ability team challenge, is interactive in
nature, and revolves around seven Olympiads (quiz bowl, current events, spelling,
math, fine arts and music, geography and science/engineering).
Our team is coached by Mr jason Maraku and Mr Brett Scott and Ms Nicole Scott

Varsity
Saif Al Suwaidi
Mariam George
Leena Syed
Jeazeth Nalugon
Abdul Aziz Al Marri
Zahra Lofton
Muna Al Asmakh
Mursi Surag
Lina Jayyousi
Junior Varsity
Sarah Al-Thani
Ali Fakhroo
Sama Ayoub
Xianelle San Juan
Noor Al-Thani
Hazem Ali Kasem
Ahmed Nasreldin
Nour Wanace
Sara Al Thani
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NESAC Season Two Begins
All players are required to formally register on our electronic sign-up form that is on a
tab on our Activities site (link is below)
Basketball Training starts Sunday 11 November with all U19 & U16 players
requested to meet in the Senior Foyer with phones or laptops if they haven’t already
signed up. The first team trainings will follow this.
Varsity Boys-coached by Seb & Oz Kasiuk
Junior Varsity Boys-coached by Usman Hussain
Junior Varsity Girls-coached by Chris Eng
All of our teams will play in local leagues that begin week of 25 November.
Falcons Football
Next week we have the JV Girls competing in their QUESS tournament at ASD on
Tuesday-2pm-5pm and the JV Boys competing in their QUESS at ISLQ. Good luck
teams in these early hit outs!
NESAC Football Tournaments confirmed in Greece 2019
The tournaments will be split end of this season with Junior Varsity Jan 30-Feb 3
and Varsity Feb 6-10. We will get tournament information out to all players next
week and will be seeking a deposit from all so that we can secure our flights. We
really hope that you will support your son/daughter to be able to represent us at
these exciting tournaments.
Add our QAD Activities Site to Your Favourites
Please add our key communication tool the QAD Activities Site to your favourites and
keep right up to date with all the 2018 19 action. A short-cut to find the site without a
link is bit.do/qadactivities
Stephen Walker
Athletic & Activities Supervisor
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Universities
Upcoming University Visits:

Keele University
Aston University
Tuesday, Nov. 13 at 12pm in room B2-23
Must have teacher permission to attend
We will hear admissions updates for both campuses and receive a brief
presentation from the reps about writing the UCAS personal statement

National Scholarship Programme Presentation

Monday, November 19 from 12-1pm in the Visitors Centre
The National Scholarships Programme provides financial and academic support to
Qatari students studying in Qatar and overseas. Grade 11 and 12 Qatari students
should plan to attend this presentation about the prestigious award. Parents are
strongly encouraged to attend, too.
Minimum eligibility requirements: here
Additional programme’s benefits include:



Monthly stipend.
Growth and learning possibilities with various training courses.
Global opportunities with internships at Qatar Airways Group.



Annual academic award for exceptional students.




Keisha Rogers
Grade 11&12 Counselor
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Interested in Studying in Singapore?

Mr. Sarmiento had the opportunity to represent QAD over the fall break at the YaleNUS College Counselor Fly-in program. Yale-NUS College is a liberal arts college in
Singapore that is a collaboration between Yale University and the National University
of Singapore (NUS). During his time there, he spent time learning about the
experiential learning, unique curriculum, student and residential life, and much more.
He also got a chance to sight see and learn about daily living in Singapore (including
visiting with our prior counselor, Ms. Kristy!). If you have any interest in Yale-NUS or
NUS, please feel free to check out these resources or contact him at
msarmiento@qf.org.qa / 4454-2006.

Michael Sarmiento
High School Counselor
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